
The Quest for Faith: Gods, Monsters, and the Supernatural

English 238 (Term 2 2021)

Instructor: Rhonda Knight Online Office Hours: TBA

Email: rknight@coker.edu and by appointment

Course Description:

This course explores readings that engage questions and manifestations of faith, both contemporary

and/or historical. Stories from the ancient world and new mythologies of the modern superhero

push readers to imagine new worlds and reimagine the existing one. Students will explore a variety

of sacred and secular narratives from western and/or non-western religions to consider the ways

humanity has sought to understand the universe and the earth, and the ways humanity seeks

meaning in spite of or because of the fragility of human life.

This section, which is part of the Scholarship Pillar in Coker University’s General Education Program, will

focus on how literature helps us to understand different ways of thinking about the human relationship

to the divine in different cultures and historical contexts.  We will also think about the ways that secular

faith (faith in institutions or ideas) makes society possible or gets tested in moments of crisis.

Pillars, General Education Information

● The Scholarship Pillar is an Integrated Knowledge pillar.  These pillars focus on integrative
learning to encourage students to make connections between—initially—new learning and
earlier classroom learning and—later—between their classroom learning and real world
problems.   In essence, integrated knowledge fosters an appreciation of perspective—where
learning takes place affects how one understands what is learned and can be learned in other
places.

● The Scholarship Pillar encourages students to identify their place in and critically develop their
own ideas about liberal arts tradition.  The goal of this pillar is to carefully explore existing
modes of scholarship in order to identify and respond to inherited values and knowledge.  This
pillar emphasizes critically examining historical events and methods, developing intellectually
sound standards, and evaluating data and information necessary for the production of future
scholarly, societal, and professional work.  Students will enhance their critical communication
skills through engagement with different genres, audiences, and perspectives.

● To make this a successful part of your Pillar experience you should:
○ Remember to create a folder for materials from this class, including this syllabus
○ Know that your daily assignments and short papers specifically encourage you to think

about integrity and its relationship to other course ideas
○ Challenge yourself to make connections between the reading and work that you do in

this class and your experiences in your other classes and throughout your academic
experience.  Beginning to make such connections is a major goal of your Integrated
Knowledge Pillar.

Course Goals: When this course is completed students will

1. Be able to relate literary texts to ideas from both their scholarly lives and their personal lives



2. Be able to find and apply information about the various contexts (history, culture, author

information, social structures, influences, etc) for a literary work and a material culture object.

We also have two outcomes specific to the Scholarship Pillar.  When this course is completed students

will be better prepared to:

● Critically evaluate data and information from scholarly fields and disciplines

● Demonstrate effective oral and written communication skills to describe patterns of knowledge

Course Texts:

Course texts are available in Blackboard either as links or as .pdf files.  Please either print out readings so

that you can mark them up or make use of a mark-up program to allow you to mark works up digitally.

Do not attempt to use your phone for this purpose; you will be better able to participate if you can read

the work in a “normal” text size.  Blackboard also provides alternative formats for those who may want

to use a screen reader or may have additional needs.

Course Policies:

Communication: The most efficient way to contact me is by email (rknight@coker.edu).  When you

email, please be sure to give sufficient information so that I can answer your question.  Begin your email

with an address (Dear Dr. Knight); ask your question clearly and in detail; close by reminding me who you

are and how to contact you.  I will get back to you within 24 hours.  The more you can tell me about your

question or issue in your email, the better I will be able to help.  Because this is an online class, you

should also check your email regularly.  I will send an email as well as putting up an announcement in the

case of any changes to our schedule, but I will also communicate with you individually through email. Be

on the lookout!

Assignment Formatting: In this class all papers should be double-spaced with one-inch margins. The font

should be set at Times New Roman 12 pt.  All paragraphs should be indented.  You should reset the

“before” and “after” settings in the “Line Spacing” options to “0” to avoid gaps after paragraphs.  Paper

titles should be centered above the first paragraph and should be in the same font as the rest of the

paper.  Headings should be single-spaced and should include the following information: your name, my

name, assignment title, date.  All papers should also include page numbers on each page.  All papers

should be proofread and spell-checked. These are two different processes; don’t rely on spell-check to

eliminate all types of writing errors.

Assignment Submission/Late Work: I will accept late work only up to one week after the due date, but

you will lose 10% of the total points for every day that you take beyond the original deadline.  Please

note that some assignments depend on timely participation; if you haven’t done your work, then you

make it harder for others to do their work.

Reading and Preparation: Be prepared to read selections more than once.  You should read carefully and

take notes on each assignment.  Look up unfamiliar words or words whose meaning doesn’t make sense



in the context.  Keep a list of questions.   If you have questions, ask, on the discussion board, by email, or

during office hours.  If you need information, please use a reputable source like Credo Reference.  In no

case will I be more interested in what any outside source has to say about the author or essay than in

your thoughts. Read the assignments.  Carefully. Multiple times.  Then think about them.  You should do

this before trying to complete the assignments.  I’m glad to help (this is a good kind of question to bring

to office hours or an appointment), but I will be of more assistance if you’ve taken the time to read

carefully and figure out where the author lost you.

Grade Breakdown:

Reading Responses and Short Assignments 25%

Flipgrid or Discussion Board Responses 20%

Object Biography Project

Investigation 1: Materials and Creation 10%

Investigation 2: Travel and Display 10%

Summary and Synthesis Write-Up 15%

Final Exam 20%

Course Structure

This class will be divided into three sections, based on the course’s subtitle, Gods, Monsters and the

Supernatural. In the first section, we will look at portrayals of deities in global literature, examining

specifically  the ways that stories and images of deities enable us to think about the big questions of

human existence, such as why am I here?, what is my purpose?, what is death?, or what comes after

death? The second section will look at monsters as expressions of what scares us humans about

ourselves. We will think about how our ideas of monsters change over time, showing how human fears

evolve with us. The third section focuses on supernatural beings. We think about how the creation of a

category of beings that are neither gods nor monsters helps us contend with our search for meaning.

Possible texts could include: selections from ancient Greek and Egyptian religion texts, selections from

the Hindu text Mahabharata, Grimm’s fairy tales, the biography of a female Ethiopian saint from the

1600s, along with scholarly articles, op-ed pieces and podcasts as supporting materials.

The major project in this class will be multi-step object biography. This project asks you to choose an

object currently found in a library, museum or other public location that depicts a person’s or a culture’s

faith. You will complete an object biography that traces its creation, movements, and owners. Some of

the major questions we will explore are: How can objects have different lives? And how does their

location change their meaning?  Is an object’s ability to convey faith erased when it is appropriated by

another culture or removed from its original context?

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

From the Coker College Student Handbook:

“Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, or failing to appropriately cite sources.  Any form of academic

dishonesty is wholly incompatible with the Coker University Student Covenant, the Mission of the University, and

generally understood standards of ethical academic behavior.  Academic dishonesty is among the most serious of



violations that might be committed at the University; for that reason, penalties for academic dishonesty may

include:

●     penalties assessed to the assignment, or
●     penalties assessed to the course grade, or
●     suspension or expulsion from the University

In cases of academic dishonesty, the instructor may elect to take direct action or refer the matter to the Office of
the Provost to arrange review by an academic hearing panel composed of members serving on the Student
Development Committee of the Faculty Senate.  Should an instructor choose to take direct action, he/she should
inform both the student and the Office of the Provost. The Office of the Provost maintains a record of all reported
academic dishonesty cases and multiple offenses may result in additional penalties.  A student who believes a
penalty has been unduly or unfairly assessed may appeal by way of the grade appeal process articulated in this
section.

Cheating: A student is guilty of cheating when he/she wrongfully gives, takes, or receives unauthorized assistance
or information in the preparation of academic work to be submitted for course credit, or in fulfillment of a
University requirement, including re-purposing material from another assignment or course without providing
proper attribution by citing the original content.

Plagiarism: A student is guilty of plagiarism when he/she submits work purporting to be his/her own, but which in
fact, borrows ideas, organization, wording, or anything else from other sources — a published article, a chapter of a
book, a friend’s paper, etc. — without appropriate source acknowledgement.  Plagiarism, as a form of cheating,
also includes employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the academic work the student submits as
his/her own.  Students may generally discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but the
actual work must be done by the student alone.  When an assignment involves research with outside sources of
information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what they are, and where and how he/she has
employed them.

Source Acknowledgement: All members of the Coker University community are expected to adhere to the strictest
standards regarding acknowledgement of the use of another person’s words, ideas, opinions or theories. Individual
instructors and disciplines may employ different methods of citation and acceptable sources (e.g., Sources taken
from the Internet may not be acceptable in some classes). It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the
guidelines for citation in their various courses.

o  Direct Quotation.  All verbatim quotations, regardless of length, must be appropriately footnoted or otherwise
attributed to the original source.
o  Paraphrase.  To avoid using extremely long quotations, paraphrasing is recommended.  Any paraphrased ideas or
phrases must be appropriately footnoted or otherwise cited.
o  General Acknowledgement.  If a piece of academic work has been generally or specifically influenced by the
words or ideas of another person, that source must be cited, even if quotation or paraphrasing of text is not
employed.
o  Collaboration.  Only when permitted by the instructor are students allowed to collaborate with others in their
work.  If collaboration is permitted, the use of another student’s ideas or work must be properly cited.

Students should contact their instructors for the specific standards and methods that might apply to individual
academic assignments or courses.  The information above should serve only as a general guideline for
acknowledgement of sources at the University.”

If you have questions, please ask me or consult the student handbook.  Blackboard offers a plagiarism

investigation service Safe Assign. As you turn in your papers, they will be checked by this service.



If you plagiarize a paper or part of a paper in this class, the consequences could vary from failure on the

assignment to failure for the course.  I will decide the consequences based on the severity of the offence.

All cases of plagiarism will be reported to the provost’s office and put in your permanent file.  In view of

these consequences, I would advise that you check with me before you submit work if you think that

there is any chance that you may have committed accidental plagiarism.

Asking a friend, a family member, or anyone else to revise any of your work is a form of academic

dishonesty.  You are responsible for completing every task related to any project assigned in this course.

Do not jeopardize your course grade by “collaborating.” Getting assistance from me or from a tutor at

the Writer’s Studio, however, is encouraged. The Writers Studio has online appointments for students in

this program.

Title IX and Reporting of Discrimination and Sexual Harassment

As a recipient of Federal Funds, Coker University is required to comply with Title IX legislation, which prohibits

discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities, admission, and employment.

Coker’s Commitment to Equality Equal access to educational experiences is an important part of the Coker

experience. If you feel you have been discriminated against based on your sex, gender, gender

identity/expression, or sexual orientation, or if you have experienced sexual harassment, misconduct, or

violence, we encourage you to report this to a member of the Coker Community.

What is Sexual Harassment? Sexual harassment is unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature, including

unwelcome sexual advances and requests for sexual favors. Sexual violence is a form of sexual harassment and

includes sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, rape, sexual battery, sexual coercion, and sexual

exploitation.

Who Can I Talk to? While faculty and staff are happy to listen to your concerns, please be mindful of how much you

wish to disclose since all Coker faculty and staff members are ‘mandatory reporters.’ This means that if they are

made aware of potential discrimination, harassment, misconduct, or violence that has occurred involving any Coker

student, staff, or faculty member, they are required by law to report it to Coker’s Title IX Officer. This includes

incidents that occur on campus or at an off-campus Coker-sponsored event or activity in the recent present or in

the past. Of course, you may also contact Coker University’s Title IX Coordinator, Michael Williamson directly. At

any time that you fear for your immediate safety, contact Campus Safety (843-383-8140) or dial 911.

Confidential Reporting If you wish to talk with someone who is better able to keep your information

confidential, please visit or call Coker’s Counseling Services (843-383-8040) or Coker’s Student Health

Services (843-383-8141).

Additional information is located under the Title IX section on the Coker website:

https://www.coker.edu/about-coker/offices-services/campus-safety/title-ix/.



Disability Assistance: Reasonable accommodations will be provided for qualified students with

documented physical, sensory, learning or psychiatric disabilities that require assistance to fully

participate in this class.  If a student has a disability that will likely need some accommodation by the

instructor, the student should contact Jennifer Rhodes (ext. 8012; jrhodes@coker.edu) to provide the

necessary documentation. No accommodations can be made without documentation from Coker

University.  The student is solely responsible for contacting Jennifer Rhodes.


